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The area of Pediatric Cardiology has experienced a huge progress lately, due to advances in diagnostic and therapeutic approaches. However, echocardiography remains the gold standard in the diagnosis and follow-up of patients with critical CHD.
Fetal echocardiography
Fetal echocardiography has been identified lately as a powerful technique for the diagnosis of CHD. Liu H et al. have demonstrated in a meta-analysis that the sensitivity of this technique to identify CHD increases to 77.1% for extensive fetal echocardiographic examination, and the specificity of the method is quite favorable (99.9%). Others have described some compound indexes, such as the carotid-subclavian index, an isthmus/ductus ratio with diagnostic value in neonatal aortic coarctation. [9] [10] [11] In the current issue of JCE, a study by Muntean et al. 
new trends in genetics
The genetic diagnosis of the CHD has also experienced a huge progress in the last years. However, the etiology of the majority of cardiovascular defects remains unknown, genetic, epigenetic, or environmental factors being recognized as playing an important role. Regarding genetic factors, new technologies are applied lately such as single nucleotide polymorphism (SNPs), copy number variants, or next-generation sequencing. [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] In conclusion, Pediatric Cardiology is a continuously evolving field of Cardiology. The most difficult part in pediatric echocardiographic evaluation is the lack of the normal data, as measurements have to be expressed relative to body size. Future studies are necessary in order to determine all normal data in pediatric patients. 
